Amperozide and emotional behaviour.
The new putatively antipsychotic drug amperozide is characterized pharmacologically by a specific limbic mode of action. Thus amperozide is a potent antagonist of muricidal behaviour (ED50 = 0.16 mg/kg) as well as aggression between isolated male mice. Although amperozide displays anxiolytic properties in Vogel's conflict test as well as an antidepressive effect in the despair test, the drug does not interfere with motor coordination or cause sedation (ED50 greater than 50 mg/kg). These results could make amperozide very interesting as an antipsychotic drug in the clinic, with effect on both positive and negative symptoms.